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We’ve all heard the term “scapegoat.” What does it mean in modern language?i Where 
does the term come from?ii Normally we think of the “scapegoat” as a hapless victim 
who was in the wrong place at the wrong time. Most people wouldn’t voluntarily take the 
punishment for someone else’s crime, but that is exactly what Jesus did for all mankind. 
 
As we come to Mark chapter fifteen’s account of Jesus’ crucifixion, we might think the 
choice of text would be more appropriate for Good Friday than the Sunday before 
Thanksgiving. Though I didn’t choose the timing, I think this text is very appropriate as 
we begin to focus on the things for which we are thankful. Let me explain. 
 
I tend to struggle with staying focused in my early morning prayers. As a result, I have a 
set of lists in my phone to keep me on track. One of them is a “thanksgiving” list. If 
asked what was on our list of things to be thankful for, no doubt we would all start that 
list with things like family, health, provision, etc.  As much as I adore my family and 
appreciate my blessings, at the top of my “thanksgiving list” is Jesus’ sacrifice for me. 
 
The point: Before I am thankful for the many blessings of this life, I should be thankful 
for Jesus’ sacrifice which bought me eternal life. As precious as my family is, and as 
wonderful as our many blessings are, if I'm headed toward separation from God for 
eternity, none of those blessings will matter when I die. Because of Jesus’ atoning death 
on the cross, I can experience eternal life. Trusting Christ as Savior and Lord allows me 
to be eternally thankful for that reality. That’s should be at the TOP of my “thanksgiving 
list” every day!    
  
Let’s read Mark’s concise account of this painful event keeping in mind how thankful we 
should be that Jesus voluntarily endured such suffering for us.   
 
Mark 15:24–39 (ESV) — 24 And they crucified him and divided his garments among 
them, casting lots for them, to decide what each should take. 25 And it was the third 
hour when they crucified him. 26 And the inscription of the charge against him read, 
“The King of the Jews.” 27 And with him they crucified two robbers, one on his right and 
one on his left. 29 And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads and 
saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, 30 save 
yourself, and come down from the cross!” 31 So also the chief priests with the scribes 
mocked him to one another, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. 32 Let 
the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we may see and 
believe.” Those who were crucified with him also reviled him.  
 

• The other gospel writers gave a more detailed description of Christ’s suffering. 
Mark simply stated: “they crucified him.” His readers knew what that meant. 



• I’m won’t go into the painful details of crucifixion at eight a.m. but if you want to 
absorb them later, I’ve provided a concise description at the end of the notes.iii 

• The soldiers “divided his garments among them casting lots...” This was just one 
detail that amazingly fulfilled the Old Testament prophecy of Psalm 22: 

 
Psalm 22:14–18 (ESV) — 14 I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of 
joint; my heart is like wax; it is melted within my breast; 15 my strength is dried up like a 
potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in the dust of death. 16 For dogs 
encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me; they have pierced my hands and 
feet— 17 I can count all my bones— they stare and gloat over me; 18 they divide my 
garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.  
 

• It is estimated that David wrote that 1,000 years before Christ was born. The 
details of Jesus’ crucifixion are an amazing fulfillment of that Messianic psalm! 

• “The victim usually wore a placard that declared his offense...”iv then this sign 
was hung above them on the cross.  

• The Roman Governor Pontius Pilate ordered the inscription “King of the Jews” 
taking a jab at the Jewish leaders. Ironically, his sarcasm spoke truth. 

• Jesus was crucified between two “robbers” (more likely insurrectionists). 
• There may be no verse 28 in your Bible. Instead there may be a footnote stating: 

“Some manuscripts insert verse 28: And the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “He 
was numbered with the transgressors”v”  

• That footnote references Isaiah 53:12 which reads: “...because he poured out 
his soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin 
of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.”vi 

• Verses 29-32 record the mocking and derision yelled at Jesus while He died: 
31 So also the chief priests with the scribes mocked him to one another, saying, “He 
saved others; he cannot save himself. 32 Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down 
now from the cross that we may see and believe.”vii 

• We see some irony here. In their hatred and sarcasm, the religious leaders also 
spoke truth. when they said, “he saved others, he should save himself.”  

• “Their words He saved (from sōzō) others refer to His healing miracles, which 
they could not deny.”viii 

• Besides being cruel and blasphemous, when they yelled, “Come down and save 
yourself,” why was their challenge to Jesus a dangerous dare to make to Him? 
How could it have backfired? Why did Jesus NOT call their bluff? 

• “Ironically their words expressed a profound spiritual truth. If Jesus was to save 
others, delivering them from the power of sin, then He could not save (rescue) 
Himself from the sufferings and death appointed to Him by God (cf. 8:31).ix  

• Could Jesus have come down from the cross? What did he say? When He was 
being arrested He said to his captors: “Do you think that I cannot appeal to my 
Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels?” 
Matthew 26:53   

• When questioned by Pilate, “Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority 
over me at all unless it had been given you from above.” John 19:11 



• Jesus said in John 10:17–18 (ESV) — 17 For this reason the Father loves me, 
because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18 No one takes it from 
me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have 
authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.”  

• Paul wrote in Philippians 2:8 (ESV) — 8 ...he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  

• Jesus healed the sick and raised the dead. There’s no question His divine power 
would have made it possible to come down from the cross – but HE STAYED! 

• If He had not stayed on the cross mankind would have been doomed! 
• Rusty Goodman, in his song “Had It Not Been” captured this thought well: 

“...I'm so glad 
He was willing to drink His bitter cup 
Although He prayed 
"Father, let it pass from me" 
And I'm so glad 
He never called Heaven's angels 
From these hands 
Pull the nails that torment me 
 
Had it not been 
For a place called Mount Calvary 
And had it not been 
For the old rugged cross 
And had it not been 
For a man called Jesus 
Then forever my soul would be lost”x 
 

• Jesus could have come down from the cross, but He stayed. He suffered and 
died so you and I could have eternal life. What an amazing sacrifice! 

• The next verses of Mark’s account further confirm that Jesus chose to die. 
 
33 And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the 
ninth hour. 34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 
sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 35 And 
some of the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” 36 And someone 
ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink, 
saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” 37 And Jesus 
uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. 38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two, from top to bottom. 39 And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in 
this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!”  
 

• “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Jesus was quoting Psalm 22. 
• John MacArthur: “Is that an indication that God was not there? That God was not 

there to punish the blasphemers? He was not there to protect His Son? He was 
not there at all? Well, the answer to that question is: He was there. In the 
moment that Jesus said that, He was feeling the absence of God. But God was 



there. And God was there in a way that you would not suspect...He was there not 
to punish the blasphemers, and not to protect His Son, but to punish His Son.”xi 

• Isaiah 53:10 tells us, “...it was the will of the Lord to crush him...” 
• In 2 Corinthians 5:21 (ESV) — Paul wrote: 21 For our sake he made him to be 

sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  
• God the Father in His holiness could not look at His Son while Jesus hung on the 

cross. Jesus temporarily lost fellowship with His Father and the Holy Spirit. On 
the cross He was abandoned by His Father so we could be reconciled to Him.  

• Verse 37: As His parched lips were moistened Jesus used what was left of His 
ebbing human strength to “utter a loud cry” then breathe His last. 

• Jesus voluntarily bore the suffering, made the sacrifice, and paid our ransom. 
• He was not a victim; He was the VICTOR over sin and death. 
• Verse 38: “The curtain of the temple was torn in two.” “Hebrews 9:1-9 tells us that 

in the temple a veil separated the Holy of Holies—the earthly dwelling place of 
God’s presence—from the rest of the temple where men dwelt.”xii 

• This was no flimsy curtain. Though scripture doesn’t specify the details, scholars 
speculate it was “60 feet high. An early Jewish tradition says that the veil was 
about four inches thick...” Ripping that curtain would be humanly impossible. 

• Tearing down the barrier between human beings and God the Father was also 
not humanly possible; only the atoning death of God’s Son could accomplish this. 

• Verse 39 can give you a chill if you allow your imagination to put you in the 
sandals of this Roman Centurion. He oversaw crucifixions. He had seen 
hundreds die in this manner. Yet, as He witnessed THIS crucifixion, he could only 
state the reality: “Truly this man was the Son of God!”  

• Any other thoughts? 
 
So, What’s the Takeaway? 

• Scripture says to be thankful every day and, in all circumstances, (1 Thess. 5:18). 
Still, I’m glad in our country we set aside a day to really focus on thanksgiving. 

• This week, before we overstuff ourselves with rich food and enjoy the company 
of family and friends, I’m glad today’s study in Mark 15 reminds us of what should 
be at the TOP of our thanksgiving list. 

• Before I am thankful for the many blessings of this life, I should be thankful for 
Jesus’ sacrifice which bought me eternal life.  

• As precious as my family is, and as wonderful as our many blessings are, if I'm 
headed toward separation from God for eternity, none of those blessings will 
matter when I die.  

• Because of Jesus’ atoning death on the cross, I can experience eternal life. 
Trusting Christ as Savior and Lord allows me to be eternally thankful for that 
reality. That’s worthy of being at the TOP of my “thanksgiving list” every day! 
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